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Volunteers from the University of Montana and the Missoula business 
community will join forces May 27 and 28 to call on local businesses to support 
the university. More than 100 volunteers are expected to contact over 700 
businesses during the two-day "blitz" as part of the UM Campaign, a three-year 
fund-raising drive administered by the UM Foundation.
Stressing that private support for the university is "more important now 
than ever," UM Foundation Executive Director Bill Zader said, "People may not 
realize that these budget cuts don't affect just the university. They affect 
all of us."
Gene Jarvis, president of the Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce, says 
"The Chamber of Commerce has backed the campaign all the away. I know that 
the business community is aware of how important the university is to 
Missoula's economy and I encourage local business people to support the 
campaign."
The University of Montana, says Zader, is the fourth largest business in 
Missoula and has a substantial impact on the Missoula economy. Direct student 
spending on retail goods is estimated at $27.6 million; faculty and staff 
salaries are $30.1 million; and "recirculated dollars" pumped into the economy 
when UM employees spend their money on local goods and services adds up to 
more than over $20 million.
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"If the community can help keep the university strong, it will help keep 
Missoula's economy healthier," said Zader. The city of Missoula and the 
university are partners in business."
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